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Introducing the new President of the WPC

Dr. Randall Gossen from Nexen in Canada was elected as
the new President of the World Petroleum Council during the
Council meeting in Johannesburg.
Randy thanked the outgoing President, Dr. Eivald Røren, for
his excellent work and dedication during his two terms in
office since the 16th World Petroleum Congress in Canada.
Randy Gossen has been a key figure in preparing the triennal
Congresses since his leadership of the Congress Programme
Committee for the 16th WPC.
His programme for the next cycle focuses on five key
strategic issues as laid out in his election speech:

First and foremost, we must continue to provide value-
adding programs and services to our members by delivering
world-class Congresses that are both relevant and current in
terms of the technologies and issues that drive our industry. It
is also critical that we have an equitable regional distribution
of topics and speaker representation.

Second, the WPC should serve as a catalyst for industry’s 
involvement in issue-specific areas of interest and concern
through facilitating mechanisms such as regional meetings,
special forums, seminars and workshops. These events
should be carefully planned so that they complement, but not
duplicate, the main event -- that is, the Congress. We can
build on recent successful events and ensure that both the
host countries and the WPC benefit.

Third, we need to intensify our outreach to industry
organizations and other institutions, including partnerships
and other forms of cooperation. This is an important way to
address the key global issues facing our industry and to
optimize the value we bring to our members.

Fourth, one of our key strategic issues is to attract young
people to our industry, to keep them here, and to have them
directly engaged in WPC activities. In addition, I also believe
that gender balance at all levels within the WPC is of major
importance.

And finally, I believe the greatest challenge we face as an industry is
to enhance our reputation and credibility with our many stakeholders.
We represent a major part of the solution in meeting the world’s 
future energy demand. We must respond to this challenge in a way
that is economically viable, environmentally sound and socially
responsible.

In order to maximize our contribution to this debate, we need to
build trusting relationships with our stakeholders. We also must
level the playing field within our industry, so that all companies
recognize and respond to pressing global issues in a clear and
consistent manner. The WPC can play a significant role by
providing a forum for stakeholder dialogue. In fact, the Congress
in Johannesburg was designed to do just that.

With the recent amendments to our Constitution and a clearly
defined strategic direction, the WPC is well positioned to continue
as the “premier” organization representing the global petroleum 
industry

.



First Female Members on Executive Committee

Joining Randy Gossen in the Executive Committee of the
WPC will be Pedro Baridon from Uruguay as the Senior Vice
President. His responsibilities include developing the strategy
plan.

Bob Goldman from the USA was reconfirmed as Vice
President for Finance and China’s Wu Yaowen will be
responsible for Marketing.

With Hege Marie Norheim from Norway as Vice President for
Membership, the Executive Committee welcomed its first
female member in the history of the WPC.

Chairman of the Congress Programme Committee and Vice
President for Programme is Renato Bertani from Brazil.

The next Host Country Spain will be represented by Jorge
Segrelles, who will be keeping the Executive Committee
informed about the progress on the preparations for the 19th
WPC in Madrid, while Ayanda Mjekula contributes with the
experience gained from hosting the previous Congress in
South Africa.

Hege Marie Norheim and Dr. Jacqueline Lecourtier in Madrid

In addition, Dr. Jacqueline Lecourtier from France will join the
team on the Executive Committee with responsibility for Special
Projects.

Celebrating the Success of the 18th WPC

Dr. Eivald Røren congratulates Lord Browne on the Dewhurst Award

Everyone came: Thabo Mbeki, the South African President,
to give the official Welcome; Lord Browne to receive the
Dewhurst Award; over 6600 participants from 98 countries
around the world; more than 500 presenters, including 200
CEOs; 400 exhibitors; 200 youth representatives –they all
came to join the 18th World Petroleum Congress in South
Africa. Johannesburg hosted one of the largest meetings for
the petroleum industry and the largest ever for the African
Continent. In a unique move, South Africa secured the
participation of Algeria, Angola, Libya and Nigeria as Co-hosts
of the Congress, who brought large delegations to the event.

A wide range of issues were addressed during the four days
of the Congress and were summarized by the outgoing
President of the WPC, Dr. Eivald Røren, in his closing
remarks as follows:
Energy - Energy is required for economic and social
development. The heavy player today, and for many years
still, will be oil and gas, now accounting for 63% of all supply,
and will probably increase its share in the years ahead, gas
more than oil. Supply and Demand of Oil and Gas - The
OPEC Secretary General, Dr. Shihab-Eldin, and H.E. Ali Al-
Naimi Minister of Petroleum and Mineral Resources of Saud
Arabia assured the Congress that the resource basis is ample
to supply the growing global demand for oil and gas.
Reserves must be established and produced requiring
estimated investments of around US$ 200bn per year.

In the short term there is under capacity in the refining sector,
in terms of quality and quantity, which will be resolved,
reminding us of diligent and timely planning for spare capacity
in the entire supply chain.

Growth will be strongest in developing countries as we might
expect. Going forward emphasis must be placed on energy
efficiency, technology transfer and the careful use of non-
renewable oil and gas resources.

Investments will be available but the global business environment
must become more transparent and predictable. IOCs and NOCs
must work hand in hand to achieve this goal.

Bottle necks in the Oil Chain from Supply to Demand - Minister
Al-Naimi, called for a complete study of all important bottlenecks of
the global oil supply system to be undertaken, from demand to
supply, and establish recommendations concerning the
constraining factors in the system to deliver products at
reasonable prices. The WPC President endorsed this proposal,
especially if it systematically addresses all relevant risk factors.

Carbon Dioxide - It seems clear to most by now that the pactice
of continuing to send man-made CO2 into the atmosphere is not
acceptable. The IEA estimates that current releases from fossil
fuels of about 25bn tons annually could approach 40bn tons in
2030, if current practices are followed. Encouraging messages
from Jeroen van der Veer, CEO of Royal Dutch Shell, who
addressed this topic in his keynote presentation, and recent
messages from Lord Browne, BP, and David O’Reilly, Chevron, 
together with advertisements from those companies gives further
enlightened hope for fossil fuels and renewables.

Keynote speakers included A Al Naimi, S Tripathi & R Tillerson

Transparency - The Congress embraced the subject of revenue
transparency, aimed at eliminating corruption and financial
malpractice from the petroleum industry. The President compared
this to a form of deadly cancer that inhibits sound development,
especially in developing countries. US$ 1 trillion is lost per annum



globally this way, i.e. 2% of global GNP. The President of
WPC called for governments and industry to worlk together to
stop this curse.

The audience during the closing session of the 18th WPC

Reserves Classification –For some time the WPC, SPE and
AAPG have focused on a code for classification of reserves. This
is reinforced under the auspices of the UN Framework
Classification for Fossil and Mineral Resources, supported by the
WPC. It is important that such a standard be employed universally
and preferably also by the international accounting standards
community. This is central for consistent and uniform reporting
from both business and government.

Youth –For the first time in the history of WPC, special sessions
were devoted to young professionals, and special appeals were
made to increase the participation of women. The petroleum
industry and WPC need their involvement and dedication to
develop our energy future. They are the future!

Legacy from the 18th WPC – The South African National
Committee has set up the 18th World Petroleum Congress Legacy
Trust from the surplus of the event. This Legacy Trust will be used
to provide financial assistance to needy young South Africans who
wish to pursue a qualification in petroleum studies.

Closing Ceremony & Hand-Over to the 19th

WPC

The 18th WPC ended with a fantastic Closing Ceremony,
celebrating the best of what Africa and the Congress had to
offer, and giving a quick ‘tour de Congress’ with a video that 
had been prepared of the five days of the event.

The Head of the Spanish Organising Committee for the 19th

World Petroleum Congress, Jorge Segrelles, proudly received
the flag from South Africa’s National Committee Chairman, 
Ayanda Mjekula, to take back to Spain as the next host of the
event in 2008.

Earlier during the Congress, the Chairman of the Organising
Committee for the 19th World Petroleum Congress in Madrid
in 2008, sat down with the President of WPC, Dr. Eivald
Røren, to sign the official Memorandum of Understanding
between WPC and the next Host Committee.

THE WORK FOR THE 19TH WORLD PETROLEUM CONGRESS BEGINS



WPC meets the King of Spain

In January, the Spanish National Committee hosted the
members of the Executive and Congress Programme
Committees for meetings in Madrid.

As a special highlight of the meetings and a fitting start to the
work on the 19th WPC, the Spanish Organising Committee
arranged a meeting with H.M. Juan Carlos, the King of
Spain.

The King invited the Executive Committee members and the
Organising Committee for the 19th WPC, led by Antonio
Brufau, the CEO of Repsol YPF, to the Zarzuela palace. In his
address to the visitors from the WPC the King acknowledged
the importance of the petroleum industry for Spain and he
confirmed his personal participation at the 19th WPC in
Madrid in 2008 and promised to join the Honorary Committee
for the Congress. Antonio Brufau with King Juan Carlos and Dr. Randy Gossen

Committee Meetings in Madrid

The newly elected Congress Programme Committee met for its
first preparatory meeting in Madrid on the 23rd and 24th January
2006. Members of the Executive Committeee, who held their own
meeting on the day before, also participated in the lively work and
discussions on the theme and content of the next Congress
programme.

Renato Bertani, from Petrobras USA, will be chairing the meetings
of this important WPC Working Committee with 12 members from
WPC National Committees around the world.

In their first meeting the Committee reported on the feedback from
the previous Congress and developed the programme outline for
the coming one. They acknowledged the high level of the 18th
WPC programme and its plenary sessions and began outlining the
main topics to be addressed at the next Congress, taking into
consideration the development of the theme for the 19th WPC and
its reflection in the programme.

19th WPC Theme

The Congress Programme Committee for the 19th WPC came up with the following proposal for the theme for the next Congress:

A World in Transition:

Delivering Energy for

Sustainable Growth

“Increasing population growth, energy intensity and globalization has led to a phenomenal rise in the use of energy. Demand for oil
and gas continues to grow and will have to be met through traditional as well as unconventional sources. Past experience
demonstrates that price volatility and economic cycles alternating boom and bust periods were harmful to both the industry and the
consumers. The challenge for the industry in a world in transition is to ensure continuous, affordable and reliable supply, meeting
society’s expectations in a sustainable, transparent, ethical and environmentally sound manner.”

New National Committees for WPC

At the WPC Council Meeting in Johannesburg the Council
voted in three new National Committees as members of the
World Petroleum Council. These are:

 Azerbaijan
 Japan
 Sierra Leone

WPC Members Directory

An updated version of the Members Directory has recently been
sent out to all National Committees. It is also available online via
the official website at www.world-petroleum.org

Should you need to make any changes, please respond to the
Secretariat as early as possible.



New Member of WPC Secretariat

The World Petroleum Council has appointed Ulrike von Lonski
as Director of Communications to its Secretariat to support
the Director General and the WPC Committees in their
increasing work load.

Many WPC members have already met Ulrike previously, as
she has been closely involved with the WPC during the last
three years as Congress Liaison for the 18th World Petroleum
Congress, where she managed all the programme
requirements.

With her past experience in organising and marketing major
industry events in the finance and petroleum sectors, Ulrike
will be a helpful addition to Dr. Pierce Riemer’s team.

Ulrike speaks German and English to mother tongue
standards and says she is now looking forward to practising
her Spanish in preparation for the next WPC Congress.

Ulrike is based at the WPC Head Office can be contacted on: Tel:
+44 20 7637 4995 or by email to: ulrike@world-petroleum.org

Recent WPC Activities

The WPC has recently participated in a number of events,
including the EC and CPC Meetings in Madrid in January with
a site visit to the venue for 2008, the IFEMA Exhibition
Centre, followed by a trip to Houston for the annual CERA
Conference, where H.E. Minister Al-Naimi from Saudi Arabia
referred to the recent World Petroleum Congress in South
Africa during his Opening Keynote Speech.

In February, WPC manned an exhibition stand at the IP Week
in London to promote the next World Petroleum Congress in
Madrid in 2008 and the publication of the full Congress
Proceedings from the 18th WPC on one DVD.

WPC hosted a table at the presitgious Annual Dinner during
IP Week where it was joined by the Senior Vice President,
Pedro Baridon, and members of the Spanish Organising
Committee. Lord Browne gave a very inspiring keynote
address based on his recent viewing of the film Syriana, a
hollywood movie which depicts a rather negative image of the
industry’s governance.

Ulrike with members of the Libyan NC at the WPC stand during IP Week

The head of BP called for greater transparency in his speech, as
well as urging the sector to give a stronger focus on attracting
young people into the petroleum industry, issues that are also
central to the WPC strategy.

Diary Dates
EC Meeting Budapest, 17 July

CPC Meeting Budapest, 18 July

CPC Meeting Calgary, 14 November

EC Meeting Calgary, 15 November

19th WPC North American Launch Calgary, 15 November

WPC Council Meeting Calgary, 16 November

Forthcoming Events & Meetings
Meetings with UN, IEA, IFP, French NC Paris, 15-17 March

IPIECA Annual Meeting Stavanger, 27-30 March

Turkey Oil & Gas Conference Ankara, 28-30 March

SPE HSE Conference Abu Dhabi, 1-4 April

IPIECA SRWG Houston, 30-31 May

International Gas Congress Amsterdam, 2-8 June

Russian Petroleum Congress Moscow, 21–23 June

WPC Newsletter

This is the newsletter of the World Petroleum Council (WPC) for all its National Committee members, friends and partners. WPC is a
forum for the pursuit of best practice in petroleum science, technology, economics and management. We welcome your views and
your contributions to this newsletter. Please keep us updated with any activities within your National Committees and forward any
news to Ulrike von Lonski at the following address:

World Petroleum Council Secretariat, Suite 1, 4th Floor, 1 Duchess Street, London, W1W 6AN, United Kingdom

Dr. Pierce Riemer, Director General
Tel: +44 (0)20 7637 4958

Email: pierce@world-petroleum.org

Ulrike von Lonski, Director of Communications
Tel: Tel: +44 (0)20 7637 4995
Email: ulrike@world-petroleum.org

Or visit the official website of the World Petroleum Council at

www.world-petroleum.org


