
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE       
 

23rd World Petroleum Congress Postponed to December 2021 
 
HOUSTON, May 14, 2020 — In light of the consequences of COVID-19 and global market volatility, the 23rd World 
Petroleum Congress has been postponed to December 5-9 2021, it was announced today by WPC President Tor 
Fjaeran and the Organizing Committee Chairman, Jeff Shellebarger. The decision from the World Petroleum 
Council Executive Committee and 23rd World Petroleum Congress Organizing Committee comes after careful 
deliberation and discussions with key stakeholders who fully supported the decision. 
 
“Since its founding in 1933, the World Petroleum Council has played a leading role in supporting the industry, and 
creating the authoritative platform for engagement of all stakeholders in oil and gas with the World Petroleum 
Congress. We are very mindful of the challenging situation currently facing all our participants, whether they be 
sponsors, exhibitors, partners, speakers or delegates. Under these circumstances, we feel postponing the 
Congress to next year is the most prudent approach to ensuring a safe and productive dialogue with our global 
attendees” said Tor Fjaeren, President, World Petroleum Council. 
 
In addition to health and safety concerns, many governments have placed restrictions on travel, affecting all 
business sectors. As the impacts of the coronavirus epidemic and the resulting fall in oil and gas demand are 
expected to last through the rest of 2020, moving to December 2021 better assures international participation 
and engagement, for a truly global Congress. 
 
“Our industry is under intense pressure but, as we have witnessed time and again, this industry is also resilient 
and extremely innovative. The Organizing Committee will host a world-class event for oil and gas leaders and 
dignitaries from around the globe next year in Houston as a forum for the important conversations necessary to 
navigate this new landscape,” added Jeff Shellebarger, Chairman, 23rd World Petroleum Congress Organizing 
Committee.  
 
The 23rd World Petroleum Congress was originally due to take place at the George R. Brown Convention Center in 
Houston, USA, this year. The venue and host city remain the same for the revised date of December 5-9, 2021.  
 
"The World Petroleum Congress is the world's premier oil and gas forum, and it took significant time and effort to 
bring it to the United States and Houston. But, considerations for international delegate entry and safety are 
imperative. If moving to a different date allows us to deliver what we had promised – hosting the best WPC in the 
event's storied history – then I'm in favor of the change," said Sylvester Turner, Mayor of Houston. "We will now 
begin planning for 2021 and I am eagerly anticipating welcoming participants from around the world and 
showcasing Houston as a diverse, world-class city." 
 
The Congress is expected to attract more than 50 ministers, 700 expert speakers, 1,000 media and 10,000 
attendees from around 100 countries. It will also feature the World Petroleum Exhibition in the 50,000 square 
meter venue in the compact downtown Houston campus.  
 

-more- 
 



 
The Presenting Sponsors of the 23rd World Petroleum Congress are Accenture, Baker Hughes, BP, Chevron, 
ConocoPhillips, ExxonMobil, Halliburton, Hess Corporation, Qatar Petroleum, and Saudi Aramco. 

 
Follow us on: 
 

 Twitter: @23WPC2020 
 LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/23rd-world-petroleum-congress/ 
 Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/23WPC2020/ 

 
Notes for Editors 
 
About the 23rd World Petroleum Congress 
The 23rd World Petroleum Congress takes place in Houston, Texas, December 5-9, 2021. The triennial World 
Petroleum Congress is the oil and gas industry’s largest and most prestigious international event. Known as “the 
Olympics of the oil and gas sector,” the Congress attracts the highest-level industry and government leaders from 
around the world, including heads of state, ministers of energy and C-suite executives.  
 
Further program and event details for the 23rd World Petroleum Congress can be found at www.wpc2020.com 
 
About the World Petroleum Council 
The World Petroleum Council was established in 1933 and provides a neutral platform for discussion of the issues 
facing the oil and gas industry and its stakeholders around the globe.  It is a non-advocacy, non-political 
organization, dedicated to the application of scientific advances in the oil and gas industries, technology transfer 
and the sustainable use of the world’s petroleum resources for the benefit of all. The WPC is registered as a 
charity in the UK. Its nearly 70 member countries represent 96% of the world’s oil and gas production and 
consumption. www.world-petroleum.org 
 

### 
 
For further information on the 23rd World Petroleum Congress, contact: 
 
Ben Bladon, Director, Public Relations 
Tel: +971 58 527 0107     
Email: bbladon@wpc2020.com 

Laura Jones, Dancie Perugini Ware Public Relations 
Email: ljones@dpwpr.com

 


